
“But the hour is coming, and is now here,
when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father
seeks such as these to worship
him.” (John 4:23)

Jesus spoke these words to a Samaritan
woman at a well in the Samaritan city of
Sychar. Jews and Samaritans had a
difference of opinion about where to
worship the God of all creation. The
woman asked Jesus whose worship was
“correct,” the Jews’ or the Samaritans’.
Jesus’ answer was that it was no longer
important where people worshiped, but
how, “in spirit and in truth.”

I’ve been remembering this teaching of
Jesus’ about worship, because we have
returned to our property and are now
worshiping in our new church building.
Our property is in the same place but has
a new address: 2800 Hope Way. (It will
take a few months to for the U.S. Postal
System to recognize our new address and
establish mail service there.)

We proved very flexible during the 29
months of worshiping elsewhere. We
have worshiped in cavernous spaces and
in teeny ones, in 11 different places while
we were away. We worshiped at familiar
times and at new ones, and both in-
person and virtually. We are “can do”
people. However, we can now set our
own service times. When will they be?

Assuming you have a computer, the short
answer is, “Any time you wish.” Our
worship services will remain online
during and after they are held. However,
few people would consider online
worship optimal unless no other
possibilities are available. How much
more satisfying it is to worship our creator
and redeemer together, in person.

We can safely have up to 30 people in
our worship space (nave, narthex, and
parish hall). We therefore need a
minimum of three worship services so that
everyone who wishes and is able to do so
can come. To accommodate as many as
possible to worship in person in our new
building on Easter Sunday, I offered three
in-person, indoor morning services:

• An 8:00 am service also broadcast on
Zoom; and

• A 9:30 am service also livestreamed on
Facebook; and

• An 11:00 am service held only in
person.

I chose those times to ensure the services
wouldn’t overlap, knowing that I didn’t
have to de-conflict them with Forum on
Easter Sunday. Leaving enough time
between services is important so everyone
can park. Leaving enough time after the
last one is required so people can return
home and log into Zoom for Forum. I
discovered on Easter Sunday that, with
fewer attendees at 8:00 am, less time
between the first and second service is
required than between the second and
third services.

In the long term, we need another
worship service schedule. Forum is an
important aspect of our faith journey. At
present, we also have monthly Sacred
Ground classes from 1:00 to 2:30 pm on
third Sundays, and weekly Sunday School
and Godly Play classes on Zoom at 3:00
pm.

Given all these factors, I expect Sunday
morning services will be at 8:00 am, 9:00
am, and 10:30 am, with Forum at Noon. I
expect to have music at the latter two
services, but not at 8:00 am. As we live

into this new
schedule and see
what the pandemic
recovery might bring, we could opt to
hold Forum at another time and
potentially on another day than Sunday.
While this schedule isn’t ideal, we can
change it as we see fit. If you have
suggestions, now or later, please make
them. There are not set answers; this is a
work in progress.

I am in conversation with Bethel
Ethiopian Evangelical Church about the
possibility of its return to sharing our
space, beginning May 16.

Whatever time we worship, new
procedures will be required in our new
space. At the very least, we will need
participation from more people to serve as
ushers, lectors, altar guild, and the like as
we ease back into indoor, in-person
worship. Between mid-May and mid-
August, we also will need a new tech
solution, as Corey Lovelace will be away
for the summer. Both Revs. Daniel and
Ambrose will graduate on May 13 and
Samson Mamour, our seminarian, will
leave for the summer. However, I am
confident all will be well on the worship
front, if we continue to stay flexible and
keep on worshiping “in spirit and in
truth.”

What did Jesus mean by “in spirit and in
truth?” Something like, “in willing
dependence upon the Father; in harmony
with the others God has given us to share
our life; in gratitude for all that God has
provided; in humble submission to the
Holy Spirit at work in and through us, and
without the crutch of falsehood or self-
deception.”
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Wow! What a month it has been, so
exciting and eventful. As had been long
hoped, our new church building was
completed in time for Easter services this
year. It had been twenty-nine months
since our last service at our church
property. There is a special feeling to be
back at the familiar place. The Spire
apartments’ first occupants have moved in.

During a special service of thanksgiving at
Virginia Seminary on Palm Sunday, we
said thank you to the Very Rev. Ian
Markham Dean of the Seminary and the
Very Rev. Randy Alexander Rector of
Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill for the time
we have spent on the VTS campus while
our new church and the affordable housing
unit, The Spire, were being built at our
church site. Their gracious hospitality was
further exemplified by their enabling
Immanuel Chapel to be used as a COVID
vaccination site, which was recently
visited by President Biden.

The week between Palm Sunday and
Easter was a busy one. We moved from
the Seminary into our new church building
just in time for The Grand Opening and
Consecration on Saturday and Easter
services on Sunday. Thanks to the many
people who did that hard work in a very
short time. There were also services for
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and
the Easter Saturday vigil.

The Grand Opening and ribbon cutting
was April 3rd at 11:00 AM with Bishop
Goff, city officials, representatives from the
organizations that we partnered with to
build the affordable housing and new
church, and the church building
committee. Bishop Goff cut the ribbon.

The Consecration service was April 3rd at
1:00 PM. Bishop Goff consecrated the
building, reconsecrated the Altar, and
blessed the other new furnishings.

Easter Services were
held at the new
church in person
and online. It was
wonderful to be back
at our new church; it is bright and
airy. Although socially distanced it was
nice to see people in person. We had not
had an in person service since our outdoor
services at the Seminary ended last
fall. We can look forward to many
gatherings in our new church in the
months ahead.

Thank you to many groups who made this
possible:

The Building Committee who worked on
the Spire apartment and the Church
building for about eight years; Betsy Faga,
Coral Childs, Mark Drake, Lenore
Funkhouser, Lawrence Huskin, Bob
Naismith, Robert Reeves,, Al Tiedemann,
Kat Turner, and Rev. Jo Belser

Carolyn McDonald for coordinating the
move from the Seminary to the new
church and the clean-up of the Memorial
Garden and her many helpers who made it
happen.

The choir and choir director Deena
Jaworski for their many recordings of the
church music. Thank you, Deena, for the
many hours you spent putting all the
recordings together to make wonderful
music for all of our church services.

Thanks also to our food pantry volunteers
who continue to feed many families.

The Sacred Ground group met for session
5, which focused on the interactions
between European and American
colonizers and indigenous American
people leading to the emergence of
contemporary Latino culture, including the
role of geographic, religious, cultural, and
historical factors.

As we enjoy the fruition of our “years in
the wilderness” we look forward to the
lifting of COVID restrictions and discerning
where the next phase of our journey will
lead us.

Senior Warden's Corner
Susie Jones, Senior Warden

Resurrection Staff
Rector...................... The Rev. Jo J. Belser
priest@welcometoresurrection.org

Priest Associate.................Rev. Dr. Susan
Ackley Lukens

sfernlukens@gmail.com

Seminarian.....................Samson Mamour

Assisting Priest........................................
The Rev. Vijayathasan Daniel Jeyaruban

Assisting Priest.............The Rev. Ambrose
Adega

Parish Communicator.....Jonathan Amaya

Bookkeeper................... Mary Ellen Tibbs

Director of Music............ Deena Jaworski

Organist............................ Carol Sikkelee

Video Tech..................... Corey Lovelace

2021 Resurrection Vestry
Senior Warden …...………..…Susie Jones

Junior Warden…...…..Carolyn McDonald

Treasurer (ex officio).......……….Ken Gay

Register (ex officio)…............Kim Hildred

Building Committee Chair.......Betsy Faga
(ex officio)

Community Ministries..............Ruth Allen

Outreach….....................Maureen Bryant

Community Ministries..................Cynthia
Bullard-Perez

Parish Care…..................Dick DeMeester

Worship…....................Lawrence Huskin

Adult Education…....................Ray Isaacs

Community Ministries...Barbara Langford

Children and Youth.................Ken Payne

Parish Care….................Dorothy Pennant

Outreach......................Peggy Tiedemann

Communications…..............Susan Weber

Consecration of "Tree of Community."
See Elta Wilson's reflections on page 8.

mailto:priest@welcometoresurrection.org
mailto:name@example.com
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Progress Report
Betsy Faga, Al Tiedemann and Kat Turner
Late in the afternoon of Thursday April 1 (we
are not fooling!) we learned that a 45 day
Temporary Certificate of Occupancy had
been granted to Church of the Resurrection.
Nothing like cutting it close, right? But,
really, the near-daily appearance of building
inspectors and fire marshals finding just one
more thing to correct was just another
example of Resurrection’s ability to face and
overcome obstacles to implement The Bold
Idea we adopted in December 2013. Why
should anything be easy, even at this stage?

By the time this issue of InSpire appears,
many of you will have already seen the new
church, either in person or by video tour.
So, at this point it is easier to talk about what
still needs to be done rather than what was
done during the last month since the
previous progress report. With respect to site
work, the irrigation system must be finished,
landscape planting and mulching is still
underway, and the parking lot will need a
second coat of asphalt -- and then will need
to be restriped. Please note that the 6
tandem parking spaces will be sod, not
asphalt. There are a number of small
finishing touches and clean-up to be done
and then we will walk the site to create a
punch list of the final requirements for
Harkins Builders.

In the church we already know that the
organ installation and the delivery of our
new grand piano (courtesy of Carolyn
McDonald) will occur later as will final
installation of the A-V system. And we are
expecting another delivery of chairs for the
nave -- this time the ones with arms. By the
time you read this, our Parish Hall tables
will have been delivered and they are like
the ones we used in the Gibbs Room at the
Seminary. The exterior cross is still waiting
for the low voltage wires along Beauregard
Street to be removed, we hope, but can’t
promise, by the end of April. We expect the
acoustical paneling for the Nave to be
delivered towards the end of April and will
take a day to install. Our builder has
identified a punch list of items to be
completed or repaired and our architect has
done the same. It is expected most, if not all
items will be completed by the end of April.
Items that have been recently delivered
include the refrigerator for the pantry, the
Baptismal Font, the Processional Cross and
the Sacristy Lamp. None of the work on-
going inside the Church will affect our
obtaining a permanent Certificate of

Occupancy. We must wait for the outside
items discussed in the paragraph above to be
completed before the final certificate will be
issued.

In The Spire, the first 14 families moved into
their apartments the weekend of March 27,
and 8 other families are scheduled to move
in April. Seven hundred other applicants
remain in the system for processing. Our
Outreach Ministry has delivered Welcome to
the Neighborhood flyers for the new
residents. AHC continues to get temporary
certificates of occupancy for the higher floors
and hopes to have all apartments fully leased
by the end of April. A Grand Opening
celebration for The Spire is likely to occur in
May.

About InSpire
InSpire is the monthly newsletter of the
Church of the Resurrection, describing
the people of our congregation and our
faith journey together. The following
individuals contributed to this issue of
InSpire:

The Rev. Jo Belser
Louise Bennett
Andrea Blackford, photo
Maureen Bryant
Gay Colyer
David Ewing
Betsy Faga
Lea Fowlie
Lenore Funkhouser
Kathy Graham, photos
Susie Jones
Susan Weber
Elta Wilson
Ellen Turner, design and layout
Kat Turner, editor

Resurrection's
"Returned Home"
Prayer
Our loving God, thank you for this
new House in which to worship you,
and for our new neighbors. Please
help us fill this space and the world
around us with your love as we work
together to serve others in your name
while we await our ultimate
Homecoming.

Mailing address:
PO Box 11210
Alexandria, VA 22312-0210

Physical Location:
2800 Hope Way
Alexandria, VA 22311

Above: We have landscaping!

Below: New Memorial Garden
retaining wall.
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A Holy Week Like No Other
Holy Week 2020 caught us all by
surprise. The pandemic lockdown was
only weeks old, and Resurrection, like
other churches, was using stop gap
methods to provide cyber worship
services for its parishioners. No one
wanted to invest in loads of expensive
technology for what might be a short-
lived experience and no one had acquired
mad technical skills yet because
everything was so new. But by 2021 we
were old hands at sharing our worship
services across a variety of platforms. We
had become proficient with the
technology, were willing to experiment
with new formats, and were nearing the
end of our time in the wilderness.

Palm Sunday

Waving our small palm crosses at home
and singing “All Glory, Laud and Honor,”
we followed the video presentation of this
year’s palm procession featuring Rev. Jo
and Music Director Deena Jaworski
following crucifer Kathy Graham. Their
journey departing The Wilderness House,
leaving the Seminary grounds, and
arriving at our new church on Hope Way
was interspersed with still photos of
previous Resurrection Palm Sunday
processions. Did anyone else have tears
in their eyes as the cross and palms were
carried into our new narthex? Did we
begin to believe that we would soon be in
our new promised land?

The Gospel Play was a technological
marvel, with recorded readings of Mark’s
scripture edited together and presented
against background images that took us
from Gethsemane to the courts of the
High Priest and Pontius Pilate and finally,
to Golgotha. Works of art conveyed
important scenes for both Jesus and Peter
along the way. Narration by Chris
Yeannakis wove together the
contributions of Will McBeth as Jesus,
Amanda Vann as the High Priest, Deena
Jaworski as Pontius Pilate, Samson
Mamour as Judas, Rev. Daniel as Peter,
Gay Colyer as the Servant Girl, Lou Zarfas
in multiple small roles including
bystander, soldier, and accuser, and Rev.
Jo herself as the Centurion. Restrictions
on in person meetings and social
distancing forced us to improvise
technologically to make the drama come
to life.

The announcements at Palm Sunday gave
us an opportunity to acknowledge the
birthdays of Rev. Jo and Lenore
Funkhouser with balloons and a basket of
well wishes and birthday cards. Maybe
next year we can actually have a cake for
this double celebration!

At 5:00 that night, in the face of severe
weather threats, our Service of Giving
Thanks was held inside with a limited live
presence and livestreamed to the
congregation. We were disappointed that
we were not able to appear in force to
express the extent of our gratitude to the
Very Rev. Ian Markham, president and
dean of Virginia Theological Seminary,
and the Very Rev. Randy Alexander,
rector of Immanuel Church-on the-Hill.
Their generosity and hospitality in
welcoming us to the Holy Hill and
sharing their worship, educational, and
administrative spaces with us were so
instrumental in our being able to preserve
our identity as a congregation. We look
forward to the time in the not-too-distant
future when we can welcome them to our
new church and they can see what they
helped us accomplish.

Maundy Thursday

Maundy Thursday suffers from a split
personality. It begins with recreating the
warm fellowship of the apostles in the
Upper Room for the Last Supper and ends
with the solemnity of stripping the altar
and turning off the lights in the worship
space in preparation for Good Friday.
Neither of these experiences can be fully
conveyed via Zoom, but more than a
score of us certainly tried!

The evening started on a high note as
Betsy Faga was able to announce that just
a few hours earlier Resurrection had been
granted a 45 day Temporary Certificate of
Occupancy allowing us to proceed with
unpacking and our planned Holy
Saturday and Easter Sunday festivities.
Like so many other times in our
redevelopment project, we once again
averted disaster!

The service began with handwashing
replacing the foot washing that gives us
the name Maundy for this day. Rev. Jo
had prerecorded the Gospel narrative and
Rev. Susan provided the homily. She
reminded us that Maundy Thursday is

about love: sharing a meal together as
children of God, forgiven, cleansed and
loved. We were also invited to reflect on
how our time away from our property and
worship during the pandemic changed
our experience of “church.”

In a small Zoom window we saw the altar
being stripped as the lights dimmed
signaling the end of the service.

Good Friday

Why is this day called “good” Friday? It’s
from the obsolete definition of good as
holy or pious, similar to calling the Bible,
the Good Book. For Christians, it is a
solemn day of reflection and atonement
for the crucifixion. At Resurrection this
year, our noontime service was held via
Zoom for more than a dozen parishioners.

The passion of our Lord according to John
was read, along with selections from
Isaiah and Hebrews. The altar was
covered with a plain black cloth. The
congregation prayed the solemn collects.
The service was subdued, but we were all
conscious that it was our last service in
the wilderness, and we could not help but
anticipate the upcoming services in our
new church building.

Did you eat a hot cross bun? This is a
rich spiced tea cake traditionally
associated with Good Friday. The icing
cross on the top represents the crucifixion
and the spices symbolize the spices put
on Christ’s body in the tomb. The origins
of these buns may go back as far as the
12th century.

Continued on page 5
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Holy Week, from page 4

Holy Saturday and Easter Vigil

Holy Saturday was very busy at
Resurrection this year, starting with the
Grand Opening event at 11:00 am (see
separate article on page 6) and Bishop
Susan Goff’s service of consecration at
1:00 pm (see page 6).

At 7:30 Resurrection parishioners
gathered outside the new church at the
Triangle of Hope to light the paschal
flame.

Rev. Daniel carried the Paschal Candle
into our new nave and our seminarian
Samson carried our newly blessed
processional cross. Rev. Jo celebrated our
first Eucharist in our now-consecrated
church.

The congregation heard traditional
scripture readings from Genesis
(Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac), Exodus (the
parting of the Red Sea), Isaiah (valley of
the bones), and Ezekiel (the promise of a
new land and a covenant).

Our choir provided the joyous hymns of
Easter, including that Resurrection favorite
“Jesus Christ is Risen Today.” Rev. Jo’s
sermon admonished us, as did the angel
to the women who came to the tomb
Easter morning, to look up and be aware
of all that God can accomplish,
sometimes using us as his instruments.

Easter

It was not quite the Easter 2021 that we
had anticipated when we began our
redevelopment project and we envisioned
a triumphant return to a crowded new
church celebrating the conclusion of this
8 year effort. COVID restrictions required
us to limit attendance to only 30 persons
at each service, including the altar party,
so we were spaced pretty far apart. But,
here’s where the genius of our new design
came into play! Because the sliding glass
doors between the nave and the parish
door could be opened to allow us to use
the whole space as the sanctuary, the
diocese gave us permission for 30 people,
rather than the 17 that would have been
safely accommodated in the nave alone.

By increasing the number of Easter
morning services to 3, at 8:00, 9:30 and
11:00, Rev. Jo provided opportunities for
all members interested in worshiping in
the new church to do so.

Our clergy was flexible, with the altar
roles of celebrant, deacon, and preacher
being shared interchangeably among Rev.
Jo, Rev. Susan, Rev. Ambrose, Rev. Daniel
and Samson. This flexibility is important
as Rev. Jo announced that as long as
indoor attendance is limited to 30,
Resurrection will continue to offer 3
Sunday morning services to accommodate
the congregation. Look for
announcements about online reservations
for Sunday attendance.

When asked her assessment of the three
services, Rev. Jo responded, “Joyous,
joyous, and joyous.” Would we have
expected her to say anything else?!

But she had one other observation to
make in her sermon, “Well done, good
and faithful servants of Resurrection.”

Lazarus Ministry 2020
Betsy Faga, volunteer counselor
In October 2020 I wrote an InSpire article
about the changes in our Lazarus ministry
since the onset of COVID. As a reminder,
pre-COVID volunteer counselors saw
clients at Fairlington United Methodist
Church Thursday afternoons from
3:00-6:00 pm. We provided assistance
with rent, utilities and limited medical
expenses. Our program manager Melanie
Gray, Director of Outreach for Christ
Episcopal Church, determined how much
we were able to provide, wrote a check to
the landlord or appropriate recipient, and
ended up with a satisfied client and
counselor.

With the onset of COVID our ministry
became a remote operation with more
services provided. For over a year, eight
counselors have responded to Alexandria
residents five days a week from 9:00 am
to 6:00 pm. It involves clients leaving a
voice mail message, a counselor returning
the call and gathering all the necessary
information, entering the information into
a Google document available to all
counselors, Melanie and her assistants
determining the amount of assistance that
can be provided, and finally counselors
notifying clients of that assistance. The
assistance provided has been expanded to
include help with security deposits,

groceries, referrals to other organizations,
advocacy, and on City and State
programs.

So how did we do in 2020? Very well I
would say (but then I’m prejudiced!). One
of things it highlights is the need in the
West End. More useful information as we
consider what God is calling us to do
next.

Here are the stats:

Monies Expended
Assisted with 1,390 bills for 1,088 people
Total funds expended: $375,336.72
Average per check: $270.03
Average assistance given per week:
$7,359.54
99% ($372,576) went to housing (rent,
mortgage, security deposit)
1% ($2,761) went to non-housing
(medical, dental, utilities, phone)

Frequency of Visits
840 people, 77%, visited one time
202 people, 19%, visited two times
35 people, 3%, visited three times
11 people, 1%, visited four times

Demographics
Average age: 43 years old

Average monthly rent: $1,192.20
Average monthly income: $774
% Guests needing food: 33.1%
% Guests living in the West End: 48.4%
% Single parents: 36.86%

Ethnicity
African American 31.4%
African 8.2%
Asian 2.9%
Latinx 49.8%
Middle Eastern 4.5%
White 2.9%
Other 0.4%

Employment
Unemployed 63.2%
Part time 19.9%
Reduced hours 5.9%
Full time 10.4%
Retirement/SSI 0.6%

In the special food pantry instituted
during COVID:
Open 35 weeks
Total Spending: $23,455.40
Total deliveries: 592
Average deliveries/week: 17
Total people served (including family
members): 1,975
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Grand Opening
To great applause and the ringing of bells,
The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Goff, Bishop
Suffragan and Ecclesiastical Authority of
the Diocese of Virginia, cut the ribbon at
the entrance to the nave of the new
building of Church of the Resurrection,
and began a joyous celebration of what
our congregation has accomplished since
we first discerned our call to build
affordable housing. Her opening prayer
recognized our hard work and steadfast
commitment to this mission over the past
eight years.

We were fortunate to have so many of our
partners attend the event so that we could
thank them in person. For each partner
organization, the Building Committee had
prepared a display case with a brick from
our old church and a plaque reading
“Alleluia! Thank you for helping us meet
God’s call to build affordable housing and
a new church.” Recipients of these gifts
were The Diocese of Virginia,
Alexandria’s Office of Housing, our

developer AHC, Inc., Cunningham|Quill
Architects, Harkins Builders, Alexandria’s
Department of Planning and Zoning, the
Alexandria City Council, and Dominion
Construction Group. We also presented a
brick to Rev. Jo, recognizing the great gift
that she is to us. Her plaque reads
merely, “Alleluia! We did it!”

We were also pleased to welcome Pastor
James Henry from St. James United
Methodist Church and Rev. Juli Wilson-
Black from Fairlington Presbyterian
Church. These faith communities, along
with Resurrection, have sponsored
significant affordable housing programs in
the West End.

Other guests included Rob Liebreich,
president of Goodwin House and Michael
Hart, our organ consultant.

The Harkins crew had worked very hard
this last week preparing the church
grounds for our events, and much of the
landscaping around the church had been

installed, and the dumpster removed, so
we were truly looking our best for this
joyous occasion!

While we would have liked to have the
whole congregation in attendance,
COVID prevented that, and we are very
grateful for the Diocese’s permission to
allow 30 people in our building
simultaneously. We are also VERY
grateful for the technical skills of Corey
Lovelace, who assured that this event, and
others on Holy Saturday, were
livestreamed to members and friends who
could not attend in person. Without our
new A-V system fully installed, the
livestreaming was more challenging than
we had anticipated, but Corey made it
work. Thanks, too, to Deena Jaworski
who performed superlatively as sound
tech throughout the weekend. Everyplace
we look, we saw evidence of God’s
blessings, and Corey and Deena are
surely on that list!

It's Official - We Have a Church!
On Holy Saturday The Rt. Rev. Susan E.
Goff, Bishop Suffragan and Ecclesiastical
Authority of the Diocese of Virginia
consecrated the brand spanking new
Church of the Resurrection. The service
began outside with the Bishop saying,
“Through the ages, Almighty God has
moved his people to build houses of
prayer and praise, and to set apart places
for the ministry of his holy Word and
Sacraments.” After the processional cross
was blessed, the congregation moved
inside and heard the hymn that has
become Resurrection’s theme song for the
past several years, “All Are Welcome” --
you know, the one that begins “Let us
build a house….”

We were pleased to welcome the Very
Rev. Randy Alexander, rector of
Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill and dean of
the Alexandria Region of our diocese to
this event.

After sanctifying the church, the Bishop
blessed the chairs, the organ and the
ambo, and we had scripture readings from
1 Kings and Revelation and the Gospel
reading from Matthew. In her sermon
Bishop Goff reminded us that we were in
the “between” time, after the crucifixion
and before the resurrection. Although we

were participating in a happy event, in the
church calendar Holy Saturday holds a
place that is still awaiting the joy of the
resurrection. Church of the Resurrection
itself has been in such a “between” place
since the demolition of its original church
building, awaiting the construction and
consecration of our new home. And now
we will find ourselves in another between
period. For several years we have been
the church that tore down its building to
build a new church and affordable
housing. Now that this has been
accomplished we must decide what
comes next in our life together. Will we
become just the church that did that, or
will we find a new identity that animates
our future together?

After the Nicene Creed and the Prayers of
the People, we had the reconsecration of
the altar at which we have worshipped
while in the wilderness. This was
followed by the blessing of the altar cloths
and hangings and the blessing of Elta
Wilson’s painting “Tree of Community”
that now hangs in the narthex (see article
on page 8). Pam Galyean poured the
water in the font after it was blessed,
connecting us to the memory of our
beloved parishioner Tami Maddox.

Because this was a “between” time, the
Liturgy of the Table was not celebrated.
And because of pandemic restrictions, we
could not sing the hymns. But by the
closing hymn “Lead Me, Guide Me”
Resurrection’s parishioners could not
contain ourselves any longer. We could
not sing; we could not hum; but we could
clap rhythmically and sway, and we did!
Resurrection had to find a way to express
its joy!

At the end of the service the Bishop
blessed the Memorial Garden in the
presence of those who have worked so
hard to restore its beauty.
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In March the Alexandria Public School
System began increasing in-person
learning. Once again Resurrection worked
with social workers, community workers
and teachers to provide assistance.
Consistent with past practice, our efforts
focused on the students in the
international academies in TC Williams
High School and Hammond Middle
School. (Beginning July 1, TC Williams
will become Alexandria City High
School.) Those efforts have expanded to
include other schools in the Beauregard
Corridor Pyramid such as William Ramsey
elementary School.

We continue to regularly provide
approximately 20 to 30 hygiene bags
each month. Every bag contains a wash
cloth, soap, a tooth brush and tooth paste,
dental floss and deodorant. The bags are
especially popular at Ramsey. While the
hygiene bags were built by donations in
January, they are now funded by the
Outreach line item in the Church budget.
Additional extraordinarily generous
contributions are regularly being made by
parishioners.

The donations in March were not
backpacks or school supplies as has been
the traditional approach. Rather, the Holy
Spirit has spoken to members of the
congregation and they have donated an
incredibly rich variety of items that have
brightened the lives of many students.

Five computerized reading devices were
donated to students at Hammond.
Marginalized students with little or no
computer access and limited access to
both public and school libraries were
thrilled. As it turns out, there are groups
of voracious readers in both our
congregation and within Hammond. Like
the congregants, the students’ interests
span an incredible array of topics.

Donations of electronic devices are not
new, four years ago Amanda and Sharon
donated a sophisticated electronic
calculator to TC Williams. Importantly,
the computer is still in use in the school
today. What is noteworthy is the
significant size of the gift. A heart opened
wide.

Many of the students in the TC Williams
International Academy have experienced

extreme hardship. Extraordinary housing,
medical and financial challenges directly
impact their ability to regularly attend
school and perhaps raise a child, too.
Young women especially feel the pain.
Awareness of these hardships led to a
significant donation of newborn and
toddler clothes, baby monitors, a nursing
ring and a wonderful chair that rocks a
baby gently to sleep.

We hear constantly that the pandemic has
changed everything. Perhaps. It hasn’t
changed how people in our midst answer
God’s call to help, they reach inside and
respond in an amazing array of different
ways to help meet the needs of others,
especially marginalized students.
Reading a book, allowing a baby and a
mom to get a few hours rest, washing a
face, brushing teeth. Respecting the
dignity of every individual, essential parts
of a holy and sacred Lent.

Resurrection Inreach Efforts in a Pandemic Lent
David Ewing

This Lent our Church of the Resurrection
community experienced a unique
pilgrimage. We walked virtually through
Lent with Jesus to the last places he visited
before his crucifixion. Rev. Susan
arranged and led us on this pilgrimage.
During the six weeks of Lent we visited
six places: Desert, Water Well, Mountain,
Sea, Road, and Garden. Come along with
us now as we share some of our
experiences.

When I learned that in this Lenten season
we would be walking (virtually) in some
of the same places where Jesus Christ
walked, I knew I had to be there with you.
Even though I had studying to do, I wasn’t
going to miss this privilege. All of us were
there together, in the same places where
Jesus walked. It felt as though we could
step onto Mount Tabor during our session
about mountains, and we would be where
the Transfiguration took place. We were
reminded of other significant biblical
events that occurred in high places,
events such as Moses receiving the Ten

Commandments on Mount Sinai and Jesus
giving the Sermon on the Mount.
Mountains are very spiritual for me; they
remind me of God’s creation and love for
us. (Louise Bennett)

Wow, the Lenten series has given me a
new perspective and context for the
events preceding the crucifixion. Unlike
just reading about the events, watching
The Rev. Richard Sewell's videos and
thinking about the questions Rev. Susan
posed for us to consider are giving me a
new appreciation for and ability to
visualize the places where the events
occurred. It is in many ways a stark
environment where stark events were
lived out. Thanks much to Rev. Susan for
giving me this opportunity. (Lenore
Funkhouser)

This year's Lenten series gave me a view
and a perspective of Jesus's final journey
that I had not had before. Rev. Susan's
introductions and chosen readings along
with The Rev. Sewell's short videos gave

me a view of the Holy Land that I have
not been able to experience in person.
While the videos showed the areas as
they are today, it was easy to imagine
what it was like 2,000 years ago. Rev.
Susan has lived in the area and personally
visited the sites so her understanding of
the customs that previously and still
practiced today also helped make it a very
thought-provoking and meaningful series.
(Maureen Bryant)

The Resurrection Consensus: Thank you,
Rev. Susan for sharing the years you spent
in the Holy Land with us. We have
learned and experienced so very much.
You have enriched our lives.

Traveling with Jesus
Louise Bennett, Lenore Funkhouse, and Maureen Bryant
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Formation of The Potomac Episcopal Community
Interview with Cayce Ramey, Rector, All Saints/Sharon Chapel
Susan Weber

Three years ago, four Episcopal churches
within three miles of each other, and of
varying sizes and perspectives, came
together came together to compare notes.
They are Olivet, All Saints/Sharon Chapel,
St Marks and Church of the Spirit which
rented space from Olivet. They ranged in
size from 20-30 to 80-100 average
Sunday attendance. All were struggling in
some fashion. They decided to find ways
to be together—sharing space, costs,
worship, Sunday schools, and ministries.
What would this togetherness look like
and how could it be done? They all did
things in different ways. One had an
internationally known Church School that
used the Catechesis of The Good
Shepherd. Some had Bible Study or other
gatherings. All had some diversity of race
and ethnicity. Together they had
reasonable cumulative resources. As they
began to work together, they became
known as the Potomac Episcopal
Community. In early February 2020 they
put together a plan to worship together
with all four churches participating in one
worship service.

The Rev. Cayce Ramey, Rector of All
Saints/Sharon Chapel, recognized early on
that this formation process revealed some
parishes had smaller budgets and fewer
parishioners. “I was aware we were
working ourselves out of a job,” he says,
recognizing the time would come when
there would be no need for multiple
clergy

And then the Pandemic arrived in March
2020.

They quickly pivoted to a Zoom service,
and for a while two other churches joined

them, then left. They rapidly became one
community of worshippers. Shortly after
the murder of George Floyd in May 2020
they discovered that many parishioners
had great interest in social justice and that
God was moving them to be actively
involved in addressing social justice
issues. They believed it affected the way
they acted in the world. They needed to
figure out how to express this Christian
calling. The vision of this community of
Episcopal churches sharpened.

Since fall 2020 members of these
congregations have Zoomed together in
an activity initially called Social Justice
and now called Racial Justice. They have
established various initiatives, including
specific actions to support voter
registration and a 21-day challenge to
anti-racism. Rev. Jo asked Coral Childs to
form a Social Justice Ministry at
Resurrection and pointed her toward the
Potomac Episcopal Community’s Racial
Justice Ministry. Under Coral’s leadership,
Resurrection has invited interested
members to join the discussion. A number
have done so.

Rev. Ramey notes there has been some
blowback from the congregations
participating in the Potomac Episcopal
Community: some members who don’t
want to Zoom; some who feel
disconnected from and disinterested in
anything but live worship—what they
have always experienced; and some who
fear mergers.

“But there is no going back,” says Rev.
Ramey. “We will always be a hybrid
community, both on-line and in-person.
The organized growth of the church

community is no longer
centered only on in-
person worship.” He
pointed out that on-line
participation is the new
way of being together across church
communities. It allows, for example,
many small churches to take advantage of
the exceptional in-person gifts of any one
congregation that is willing to add an on-
line component to a ministry. The church
school program of All Saints/Sharon
Chapel that features the Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd is one example. Another
is the Racial Justice Ministry of the
Potomac Episcopal Community, in which
Resurrection is participating.

The Racial Justice Ministry fostered by the
Potomac Episcopal Community meets
weekly through Zoom. About 20 people
from the different congregations, now
including some from Resurrection, view
the Gospel as a justice ministry. They are
looking for ways to organize a worship
community around this justice ministry—
thinking of ways to shape location,
content, and conduct of services to reflect
this vision. It is a work in progress.

“Now that people are more aware, they
don’t want to go back”, says Rev. Ramey.
“The need for racial justice will never go
away. We are waiting to see what will
happen and are moving ahead.”

For those of you at Resurrection who may
be interested n participating in the
Potomac Episcopal Racial Justice Ministry
or in our broader Social Justice Ministry,
here is how to do so: Join the
conversation on Zoom at 11:45 am any
Sunday; e-Notes has the link info.

Reflections on the Consecration of "Tree of Community"
Elta Wilson
Ian Markham, Dean of the Virginia Theological Seminary, wrote
that artworks enable to various parts of a community to
coalesce around shared symbols. That is my calling, and it is
represented in “Tree of Community.” What is staggering about
this, is that we stand in solidarity with Christians spanning
across 2000 years.

This community has used its God-tools for dismissing barriers
and erecting a structure that represents the values and examples
of Jesus. Your hands and minds together cleared the ground of

every obstruction and built a concrete example of obedience
born of maturity. Maturity of life experience, and maturity of
Christian obedience, working together, approaching problems
with trust, honesty, civility, creativity, while respecting the
larger community of those we live with in diversity.

These words are not my words, but those of the Apostle Paul
writing to the Corinthians over 2000 years ago. Today we
honor them and will be reminded of them every day in our new
church.
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