
This issue of InSpire is even more
momentous than usual because it is the
last with Kat and Ellen Turner as our
newsletter editor and designer,
respectively. Kat and Ellen have been
producing Resurrection’s monthly
newsletter so well and for so long—since
March 2014—I have been reluctant to
focus on their upcoming “retirement”
from the newsletter production process.

You know for yourselves that the InSpire
is excellent each and every month. As I
thought about the magnitude of Kat’s and
Ellen’s gift to us, I tried to quantify it.
Numerically, they provided 89 issues, 732
pages, and … I didn’t even try to calculate
the number of words. However, Kat loves
memes, so I estimated those: 158.

Our newsletter—any newsletter designed
for print—might be a bit of an
anachronism. Kat herself suggested this
some time ago, but it seemed important
during our time away from our property to
have one. My reasoning was simple:
Struggling churches rarely have
newsletters and I didn’t want anyone to
get the mistaken notion that Resurrection
was struggling.

The InSpire is the “public face” of our
communications. Our weekly e-Notes
message is the “what” of what is
happening here. In other words, e-Notes

contains announcements about upcoming
events, a bit of people news, and our
weekly prayer list. e-Notes is just sent to
us. On the other hand, InSpire is
interpretive—it tells the “why” of what we
do and what the results were. InSpire goes
well beyond our walls and our e-mail
inboxes; the diocesan archivist, for
example, has filed a copy each month
during our discernment and
redevelopment project.

People “in the know” about the Turners’
impending retirement from our newsletter
production have suggested we might not
need a monthly newsletter, given the
expanse of our weekly e-Notes. And this
is an option: simply not produce InSpire
or scale it back to two- or four-pages.
Ideally, though, I would like to avoid this
outcome. I feel that the newsletter adds a
dimension to our communications that
would be hard to overcome in another
way. To use an analogy: e-Notes is a
“mile wide and an inch deep,” whereas
our newsletter is both deep and focused
on the most important things that occur in
our parish life.

Kat told me months ago of her newsletter
retirement plan. I’ve been in deep denial
ever since. At one point I thought I’d
found a successor for the editor function,
but that hasn’t panned out. And I
conducted a wide area search for church

newsletter desktop
publishing
professionals, to
discover most use Apple software or they
were overbooked or expensive or…. In
the end, unless a volunteer “appears,” I
plan to have Jimena Amurrio, our new
Parish Communicator, do the layout each
month while she learns how. Jimena is a
quick study and good at tech things, so I
have confidence in her ability to do this
function.

Now all we need for InSpire is someone
to do the editor function. What would be
involved is planning the articles needed
each month and asking people to write
them. This would be done in conjunction
with the parish calendar, which identifies
upcoming events, and perhaps the
Vestry’s Executive Committee, which now
plans to meet monthly the week before
each Vestry meeting. If our Rector,
Wardens, Register, and Treasurer don’t
know what our upcoming events are,
those events likely aren’t going to happen!

If you are interested in being involved, or
just want to make suggestions, let me
know. Meanwhile, please join me in
thanking Kat and Ellen profusely for their
excellent and faithful newsletter work. It’s
a publication that has “done Resurrection
proud” far beyond our walls these last 7.5
years.

InSpire
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The Psalmist tells us to “make a joyful
noise unto the Lord.” Indeed, it is a joy to
be able to sing together again during
worship services, even if, for now, we must
remain masked. Music has always been an
important part of parish life during the
years I have attended Resurrection.
Somehow the human spirit craves music,
and it satisfies the soul to sing with each
other, listening to our voices as they join
with the choir in hymns and service music.
Although the choir must continue with
their impressive recorded performances for
now, we look forward to the day when
they can sing again with us live and we
can truly make a joyful noise together. To
further enhance our music we anticipate
having live music on our piano by the time
you read this, and, a bit further down the
line, our rebuilt organ filling the church
with sound.

Elsewhere in this issue Deena Jaworski
describes how she combines all of the
tracks individually recorded by choir
members on their phones into the hymns
and anthems we hear each Sunday. Many
thanks to her and the choir for all the hours
of work needed to do that.

It has been another busy month settling
into our new church building. We
welcome new staff members Reggie Hayes
and Jimena Amurrio. Reggie will be our
new Seminarian this fall and will also work
in the office two days a week with pastoral
care and outreach. Jimena has been hired
as Parish Communicator; she will do
digital work in the office on Mondays and
Thursdays.

Hooray! The low voltage power lines
along Beauregard have been removed,
clearing the way for the poles to be taken
down in a few days. Topsoil will replace
the rocky dirt on the hill so that
landscaping can be completed.

The stone work at the top of the
monumental stairway has been completed,
and handrails have been installed along
the sidewalk outside the parish hall near
Hope Way. The ambo, our combination
pulpit and lectern, with storage space
inside, has arrived and is in use. We have
ordered wooden-framed name tag holders
to be installed in the foyer.

The repaired piano keyboard and hammers
have been installed, and we hope that the
piano will be ready for use by July 11. It

will be wonderful
having that to
enhance our
worship services.

Topsoil and mulch
have been added to the area behind the
parking spaces at the Memorial Garden.
Work continues to remove weeds and
unwanted plants that flourished while we
were away from the property. New plants
will be installed in the fall when the
weather is cooler. Future plans for the
garden will be discussed at the July 11
forum. New gardeners are always
welcome.

Many thanks to our parish care team,
Linda Goff, Maureen Bryant, Emily Ewing,
Kathy Parnell, Judy Isaacs, and Lori
Thurgood, aided by Betsy Faga, Robert
Reeves, Dick DeMeester and Rev. Jo, who
have faithfully delivered the worship
packets for our Sunday services throughput
the pandemic.

The food pantry continues to feed those in
need. Distributions are made Monday
evenings at the mission house of St. James
United Methodist Church at 5550 Fillmore
Avenue. The pantry is well stocked thanks
to a very generous grant of food from the
Capitol Area Food Bank and ongoing
support from ALIVE!.

As the pandemic (hopefully) ebbs, and as
we settle into our new home, we look
forward to coming together to discern our
next mission..

Senior Warden's Corner
Susie Jones, Senior Warden
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Progress Report
Betsy Faga, Al Tiedemann and Kat Turner
The items on the punch list for our church
building are just about all done. We are
grateful for the diligent work by Robin
McGrew of Cunningham Quill Architects
who saw that we got to this point before she
left for a new position at another
architectural firm. Robin was with our
project from the beginning, was involved in
the design, and provided architectural
construction management. Say a prayer of
thanksgiving for all of her contributions to
our new home.

A comprehensive punch list is now being
developed for the site work contract with
Harkins Builders. This will have several
components including the civil engineering
aspects of the contract (grading, utilities,
storm water management, etc.) A second
component will involve the landscaping.
These lists were developed in late June and
will be monitored and addressed during July
and August, if necessary. We do not expect
the work to be completely finished until mid-
August when we anticipate the last piece --
the second layer of asphalt on Hope Way
and the parking lot to be completed (unless
we can persuade them to do it sooner!).
Some of the items on the punch list, like the
asphalt and some missing landscaping facing
Beauregard Street are obvious, but some of
the other items may not be as apparent. Two
items that have been completed are the
stonework at the top of the monument stairs
and installation of the railing along the
sidewalk outside the parish hall. Rest
assured Harkins is committed to completing
everything on the list -- after all, they don’t
get the money that has been retained in the
escrow account until that occurs nor do they
get their performance bond released by the
City!

And, as one might expect, we had
the first malfunctioning systems!
A fire alarm system that went off
for no reason and called Rev. Jo
at all times of the day and night,
and nave lights that wouldn’t turn
off. Thanks to Ken Gay working
with our contractors, the alarm
system got resolved while Robert
Reeves and Betsy Faga worked
with the lighting consultant on a
quick fix to the lights.

We now have parish hall tables, a
new ambo, a sanctuary lamp, a
credenza in the narthex, and

book carts for hymnals and prayer books,
and by the time this newsletter arrives, a
working grand piano and chairs with arms
The other items that are missing or
incomplete, such as the installation of the
reconfigured organ and the nametag holders,
are not part of the construction contracts and
are our responsibility -- or that of the
companies and contractors that we have
engaged. As we live into our space we are
sure to find new things that need to be added
as we make the best and most efficient use of
our space.

As of this writing, there are sixty-seven
families in residence in The Spire and other
applications in process. Tours of the Spire
were offered to our parishioners on July 12
and July 15, with reservations being taken
via a link in e-Notes.

About InSpire
InSpire is the monthly newsletter of the
Church of the Resurrection, describing
the people of our congregation and our
faith journey together. The following
individuals contributed to this issue of
InSpire:

Jimena Amurrio
The Rev. Jo Belser
Coral Childs
Betsy Faga
Lea Fowlie
Deena Jaworski
Susie Jones
Al Tiedemann
Susan Weber
Lenore Funkhouser, photos
Ellen Turner, design and layout
Kat Turner, editor

Resurrection's
"What's Next" Prayer
Father, we thank you for bringing
us “home” to our property and for
keeping us together while we were
away. We ask for some time to rest
and, when you let us know the
time is right, the courage, wisdom,
energy, patience, and joy needed
to discern what you are asking us
to do next. Please keep us together
as a church as we strive to be your
hands, voices, and hearts in our
community and in the world. We
ask this is Christ’s name.

Mailing Address and
Physical Location:
2800 Hope Way
Alexandria, VA 22311-2220

Parishioners tour The Spire. Can you guess
who they are?
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Sorry for the delay in writing the final
installment but …at last, our choir
members sing!

During our weekly rehearsals, we've
reviewed and practiced the tempo and
dynamic markings as we sing along with
the music, while muted on Zoom of
course.

Then, for the hymn or anthem we are
recording next, I send an audio file with
my singing voice and instrumental
accompaniment with a 'click track' (like a
metronome) via e-mail to everyone in the
choir.

To make a vocal recording, each choir
member listens to the audio file through
headphones while simultaneously singing
into a cell phone microphone using a
program like VoiceMemo. Surprisingly,
the microphone on your cell phone is of
good quality. Headphones must be used,
just like in a recording studio, because I
need an isolated recording of each voice
for a individual vocal track. Recording
engineers call it “bleed” when the audio
meant for one track is inadvertently
picked up on one or more other tracks
being recorded at the same time. I don't
want to deal with any bleeding in our
music!

Each choir member sends their vocal
recordings to me via e-mail and I save
them in the appropriate audio format on
my computer. Next, I import each vocal
file into a separate track into what will
become the master audio recording for
that hymn or anthem. As I've said, I use
the computer program Digital Performer
to do all this.

By this point in our church-music-during-
the-pandemic, I suppose you all have
noticed that it sounds like we have a
somewhat larger choir on these
recordings than you know that we have in
number of choir members. Yet also, you
may recognize all the singing voices you
hear. How can both of these things be
true? Let me explain.

Initially, I struggled with getting a good
vocal mix on the recordings because of
our few numbers. Sometimes, Robert
Reeves and Larry Dye would be able to
contribute a vocal track – I even have a
couple of tracks from the Rev. Guimond
Pierre-Louis. Then, it occurred to me that I

could use different, multiple vocal tracks
from the same singers! Now, everyone
records themselves, singing their part, 2-3
times, and, like I said, I import each vocal
as a separate track. So what you hear in
the hymn or anthem is each choir
member singing 2-3 times. For those who
sing more than one part, like Amanda
(soprano and alto) and Dennis (tenor and
bass), you may hear 4 or more of them!

I'd like to interrupt myself here for just a
moment to thank all of our choir
members, aka vocal recording artists by
name. THANK YOU to Betsy Faga, Kathy
Graham, Dennis Jones, Nick King,
Carolyn McDonald, Margaret Riccardelli,
Amanda Vann, and Chris Yeannakis!

Now, onto the most difficult part of
making a music recording: the mix-down.
I have a master audio file that has many
separate tracks of voices and instruments
that need to be blended together. The
largest number of tracks I've used so far is
41, for the anthem “Secure.”

In the mix-down, each individual track,
vocal and instrumental, needs to be
adjusted or modified using different
effects within the software. Remember,
the singers record themselves in the
dining room, the office or even the
bathroom, so their voices already have
different ambient “effects” on them. They
are singing to a recording, without me to
direct them. What I want to do is
synchronize the vocal timing to the
accompaniment, clarify the vocals and
then equalize (EQ) them.

I want a pleasant and consistent sound for
each voice, throughout the entire piece of
music. To get a nice, full sound I may
increase the higher or lower frequency
ranges within the vocal track. Since each
voice is unique, the EQ is customized by
me for each track. I also EQ the
instrumental and any percussion tracks – I
don't want shrill flutes or muddy hand-
claps!

Next, I add some echo and reverb effects
to the tracks to make us sound like we're
singing in a church, not in a living room
or on stage in an arena. I do this with
every track, vocal and instrumental until I
get the sound I want. At this point too, I
may decide to change a trumpet to a
French horn or a flute to bassoon. I may
also decide to add some percussion. But if

I change or add something, I have to go
back a step and EQ that track before I
move on.

Then, I adjust the volume on each track
so that the whole song sounds balanced,
with the vocal melody and harmony
blended together with the
accompaniment.

Once I have what I think is a good mix, I
convert the entire song to an audio file
and e-mail it to myself. I listen to it on my
computer to make sure I like what I hear,
because that is how you all are going to
hear it. Sometimes, I must go back to re-
mix the voices or instruments for a better
balance or frequency. When I'm satisfied
with the result, I then upload the file to
Dropbox for Rev. Jo to use in the service
and video. And of course, I send a copy to
each choir member, so they can hear
themselves and the fruits of their labor.

Yes, there are a lot of “I” statements in this
article. The computer can't automatically
adjust the vocal or instrumental tracks to
an objective musical standard because
there isn't one. All of the EQ and effects
are adjusted according to my subjective
judgment.

I want the completed music recordings to
sound like the voices of our choir, singing
in our church, with instrumental
accompaniment suitable for the particular
hymn or anthem.

I want this music to inspire, enhance, and
encourage your participation in our
worship community.

I've been a church music director since I
was a teenager in Brooklyn, at Saint
Stanislaus Kostka Church's guitar mass in
the basement. I never expected to use pre-
recorded music during a church service.
However, for me, the music and worship
experiences have been surprisingly
fulfilling.

For me, this has turned out to be an
exceptional opportunity to use my
expertise to reflect the love, respect and
admiration I have for my choir members.

For me, this church-music-during-the-
pandemic time has turned into an intense
and personal expression of worship and
praise and love of God.

Music in the Pandemic, Part 5
Deena Jaworski
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Near the Bruin Negro Jail, there is a statue
of two African American women. They
are the Edmonson sisters: Mary (1832–
1853) and Emily (1835–1895). Erik
Blome, an instructor at the Academy of
Art University in San Francisco, was
commissioned to create this statue in
2008. He used Edmonson descendants as
models for the sisters’ likeness.

So, who were the Edmonson sisters? They
were the daughters of Paul, a free black
man, and Amelia, an enslaved woman, in
Montgomery County, Maryland. Mary
and Emily and their siblings were born
into slavery. Since the 17th century, laws
in slave states said the children of an
enslaved mother were also enslaved.

The Edmonson sisters were among the 77
enslaved African Americans who boarded
the schooner Pearl, on April 15, 1848, to
flee to New Jersey, a free state. In
Washington, the alarm was raised, as
numerous slaveholders found their
enslaved people had escaped. They put
together a posse and followed downriver.
They caught up with the Pearl at Point
Lookout, Maryland; and seized it. The
fugitive enslaved people were taken to a

local slave jail. Most of the masters of the
fugitive enslaved people sold them to
slave traders before they could try to
escape again. Fifty of the enslaved people
were transported by train to Baltimore,
where they were sold and transported to
the Deep South. Others were sold to
Joseph Bruin in Alexandria who sold them
to slave-owners in New Orleans. Bruin &
Hill purchased all six Edmonson siblings
(four brothers and two sisters), but Bruin
was particularly interested in the
Edmonson sisters due to their attractive,
light-skinned features which were coveted
by slave-owners in New Orleans who
would use mulatto women as "fancy girls"
or prostitutes.

The sisters were shipped to New Orleans
to be sold for $1,200 each. Before the
family could rescue them, a yellow fever
epidemic broke out. Bruin transported
the Edmonson sisters back to Alexandria
to protect his investment. Back in
Alexandria, the sisters were hired out by
Bruin for domestic work. With funds
raised by abolitionist preacher Henry
Ward Beecher and the Congregational
Church in Brooklyn, New York the

Edmonson
sisters were
freed in
November
1848.

Mary and Emily
enrolled at
New York
Central College, an interracial institution
in Cortland County, New York. While in
school, the sisters also participated in
anti-slavery rallies around New York
State. In 1853, the Edmonson sisters
attended the Young Ladies Preparatory
School at Oberlin College in Ohio. Six
months after arriving at Oberlin, Mary
Edmonson died of tuberculosis.

Emily returned to Washington where she
enrolled in the Normal School for Colored
Girls where she studied to be a teacher.
In 1860, Emily Edmonson married Larkin
Johnson. They lived in Sandy Spring,
Maryland before moving to Anacostia in
Washington, DC. Emily Edmonson
Johnson died September 15, 1895 at her
home on Howard Road.

An Alexandria Pilgrimage - The Edmonson Sisters Statue
1707 Duke Street
Coral Childs

My name is Jimena Amurrio. I am your
new Parish Communicator and I am
writing to formally introduce and share
some interesting facts about myself.

I recently graduated from Alexandria City
High School (formerly known as T.C.
Williams High School) on Saturday June
12, 2021. I plan to attend Northern
Virginia Community College for two
years, and then transfer to George Mason
University and most likely study abroad. I
have always wanted to travel, and I
believe this will be a good opportunity to
do so. I want to experience new cultures
and meet many people, from different
backgrounds, who can show me the right
path to a great future. I was born in
Bolivia and moved to the United States
when I was just eight years old. I have
lived in Virginia ever since. I am the
youngest of three children. I have one
sister and one brother. My sister already
graduated from university and my brother

is currently getting his master’s degree at
George Mason University.

Some fun facts about me are that I have
come to enjoy learning new languages
over my high school years. I took French
for almost 4 years and have been teaching
myself Korean over the past year. I would
love to have a conversation with anyone
who speaks these languages, or if anyone
wants to teach me a new language, then
please do so, because I would be thrilled
to learn from you. Also, I have been a Girl
Scout since 2016 and my troop leader
was Ms. Coral, a trustworthy and very
thoughtful person who I am glad I got to
meet. I attended the same elementary,
middle, and high school with her lovely
daughter Carleigh, who is now a good
friend of mine. I was not able to talk with
Carleigh during our elementary and some
middle school years because we did not
have the same teachers or classes. I finally
got the opportunity to get close to

Carleigh in my high school years since we
had some classes together.

I am thankful for this new opportunity as
the Parish Communicator and hope to
meet all of you.

Jimena Says Hello!
Jimena Amurrio
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You cannot begin to do anything unless
you have some idea what you are trying
to do.

Thomas Merton

Resurrection has had many identities in its
more than half century of existence. At
first we were the church that grew out of
Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill to establish
a new Episcopal presence in Alexandria’s
far West End. For decades we were
known as the Church with the preschool
that modeled inclusion of young children
with diverse capabilities and styles of
learning. Others recognized our role in
addressing housing issues with our work
to found the homeless shelter in Bailey’s
Crossroads, Carpenter’s Shelter and the
organization that is now Community
Lodging. To some, we were the “old
people’s church,” situated as we were at
the intersection with three retirement
communities. When I joined Resurrection
in 1984 people were still talking about
Resurrection’s Open Classroom
experience, an innovative and engaging
Sunday school curriculum for the large
population of school age children in the
congregation. We were the small church
with the great organ and amazing choir.
A decade ago I met people who said they
joined Resurrection because when they
googled “gay friendly churches”
Resurrection’s name popped up.

For the last eight years we have been
known as the folks who tore down our
church to build affordable housing, living
into our vision to do God’s work in our
community. And, as with our other
identities, this effort will forever remain
part of our congregational DNA. But,
who will we be next? Is there something

unique to Resurrection that might define
us going forward?

For some weeks our Resurrection Prayer
has asked God for the “courage, wisdom,
energy, patience, and joy to discern what
you are asking us to do next.” The time
has come for us to start thinking about
that, and in September we will begin a
series of Forum discussions to find an
answer to that question. This is similar to
the year-long ReVisioning effort we
undertook in 2013 that ultimately led to
our Bold Idea to redeploy our physical
assets to build affordable housing and a
new smaller church more in line with the
current size of the congregation.

This is a less intensive effort, one that will
last weeks, not months, and one which
may not come up with another idea as
bold and all-encompassing as what we
have just completed. After all, we are
committed to The Spire and its residents
for at least the 65 years of the ground
lease! But even if we don’t have another
physical asset like our property to
repurpose, we have other assets: our
energy, our commitment to our
community, and our desire to continue to
do God’s work. The question before us is
to decide how we want to use these assets
next.

We know there are important areas of
need. Food insufficiency exists for many
in Alexandria. Concerns about racial
equity and social justice have loomed
large recently. How might we use our
credibility in the affordable housing
community to expand such opportunities
in Alexandria and elsewhere? We know
that a number of societal factors have led
to a decline in religious affiliations and

there are small Episcopal and other
congregations in our community that are
struggling to survive. The presence of The
Spire just next door to us brings us new
neighbors who might welcome a close
relationship with us. But who knows yet
what ideas you will bring. It’s fair to say
we could not have envisioned beforehand
the direction our last discernment effort
ended up taking.

Beginning at September 12’s Adult Forum
we will brainstorm ideas for our future
focus. Your homework for the summer,
leading up to that forum, is to be thinking
about how and where Resurrection can
continue to make a difference in our
community and in our world. Where is
the need? What gives you energy? What
can we as a community do to further our
vision? Come prepared for a lively
session!

And remember, choosing a particular area
of focus does not limit Resurrection’s
ability to respond to other calls from the
Holy Spirit. Recall that we were well
underway with our Bold Idea when a core
of committed parishioners mobilized us
all to begin and support The West End
Food Pantry, secured other mission
partners, and went on to serve more than
25,000 guests so far. Surely it was God’s
hand at work that had this mission
established and fully operational when
the pandemic struck so that we were able
to meet an urgent community need. I
think we can be assured that no matter
where we might choose to focus our
principal energy and attention, God will
continue to present us with opportunities
to do His work.

Who Are We? Who Will We Be?
Kat Turner

On August 2, the Virginia General
Assembly will meet in special session to
allocate more than $4.3 billion in federal
coronavirus relief funding. This funding
will be provided to Virginia under the
$1.9 trillion economic stimulus called
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 to
speed up our national recovery from the
economic and health effects of the
pandemic. To date, there have been
proposals on how to spend 500% of that
funding, so the Assembly will have a lot
to decide about.

Whatever your opinion about the
American Rescue Plan, how the money
will be used will provide a once-in-a-
generation opportunity to meet a lot of
human need in our community and in the
world. Therefore VOICE, our local
community organizing group, is planning
two “asks” for how Virginia should
allocate some of the money. The “ask”
that most directly connects to Church of
the Resurrection is to allocate money for
the Virginia Housing Trust Fund, whose
mission is to create and preserve
affordable housing and reduce

homelessness in Virginia. Virginia
Housing Trust Fund provided some of the
money that our affordable housing
developer obtained to finance The Spire
and thus, indirectly, building Hope Way
and our new church.

Factors on the plus side of this VOICE
“ask” are:

• There is a huge need for affordable
housing in our DC Metro area,

Continued on page 8

You Can Help Obtain Even More Affordable Housing
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Sometime this fall Reggie Hayes will take
over duties as our new Seminarian.
Recently I had the opportunity to talk to
him about how he got to VTS and where
he hopes to go.

Reggie is 41 and grew up in Greensboro,
North Carolina. When he was 17 years
old, he came north to find meaningful
work and get a better education. Initially
he often worked two jobs doing various
types of delivery services. Then in 2002
he worked in the electrical trade; and
2014-2020 he worked in the elevator
trade. He presently remains a dues-paying
member of local 10 elevator union. He
has been a member of Alfred Street
Baptist Church since 2012. While
volunteering with Catholic Charities and

Kairos he was invited to speak at an event
at Christ House. As a result of that
experience, he was encouraged to
undertake theological training. He
enrolled briefly in night school at Leland
Center for Theological Studies, a Baptist
seminary in Arlington. He heard about an
opportunity to attend VTS and transferred
there

Then he heard about the Episcopal
Pathways to Ministry discernment
program. As a result of that process, he
was offered the opportunity to work on a
Masters of Divinity degree at VTS, which
he is currently pursuing. He is going
through the process of entering the
Episcopal Church as a priest. He has
found the Episcopal Church to be very

nurturing and caring.

Reggie is single, and this summer he
planned a two-week tourist trip to
London, leaving June 15. However, in
conversations with Rev. Ian Markham,
Dean of VTS, he was encouraged to visit
Ridley Hall Theological Seminary in
England which offered him an opportunity
to participate in its studies. So his trip has
been extended to two months. Reggie is
looking forward to this new opportunity to
learn and engage. He says, “I want to be
the hope rather than just talk about hope.”

I think we are in for a unique experience
with Reggie as our seminarian. We can all
look forward to welcoming and getting to
know him in the fall.

Welcome Reginald (Reggie) Hayes, Resurrection's new Seminarian
Susan Weber

Did you miss the June 20 Forum on the
Sistine Chapel? Or did some of the
images go by so fast that you couldn’t
appreciate all of the details? If so, this
website that Rev. Jo found allows you to
take a virtual tour of the Chapel at your
own pace: http://www.vatican.va/various/
cappelle/sistina_vr/index.html

The theology of the Sistine Chapel’s
artwork has several threads to it. There
are two fresco cycles on the lower wall:
one following Moses and the other Christ,
linking the Old and New Testaments.
There are portraits of the ancestors of
Christ as well as a gallery of popes. The
former prefigure the arrival of the Savior
and the latter imply that his work is being
carried forward in the church after his

death. There are portraits of 7 Israeli
prophets and 5 Sibyls from the Classical
World, each of whom is thought to have
prophesied the coming Messiah. On the
ceiling vault there are 9 frescoes. The
narrative elements of the ceiling illustrate
that God made the world as a perfect
creation and put humanity into it. But
humanity fell into disgrace and was
punished by death and separation from
God. Humanity then sank into sin and
disgrace and was punished by the Flood.

The ceiling vault frescoes show three
scenes from creation, three relating to the
creation of Adam and Eve and their fall
and expulsion, and three about Noah.
Why Noah? He was often interpreted as a
precursor to the popes, a captain of the

ark steering
the ship of
those chosen
for salvation.
This
metaphorical
imagery
about the
popes was
quite
prevalent in
the early 16th

century when Michelangelo painted the
Chapel ceiling.

You are invited to access the website
cited above and follow the theological
message depicted as you enjoy the
glorious art of the Sistine Chapel.

Sistine Chapel Tour
Kat Turner

Many Americans celebrated the Fourth of
July 2021 by meeting friends and family
after a long period of isolation due to
COVID, and Resurrection was no
exception. With St. James United
Methodist Church, we met at Fort Ward
Park for a joint worship service followed
by a picnic. While the weather was warm
and the sun hot, there was enough shade
in one corner of the amphitheater that
those who wanted to be protected from
the sun could find a place.

Rev. Susan read the Gospel story from
Mark where Jesus acknowledged
“Prophets are not without honor, except

in their hometown, and among their own
kin, and in their own house.” In his
sermon Pastor James Henry challenged us
to stop finding the “other” in those we
meet and instead to look for and find
Christ in everyone.

While we experienced no wardrobe
malfunctions, we did have an
uncooperative altar table which began to
list during the service, and which required
immediate remedial attention.

The service was followed by a bring-your-
own picnic in a shady glen with a gentle
breeze near the amphitheater. Although

everyone brought their own lunch and
supplies, we were impressed with the
picnic basket of Rev. Jo and Lenore,
which had all the essentials from
tablecloth to (unused!) corkscrew. The
McBeths had sandwiches to share, and
Robert Reeves supplied patriotic red,
white, and blue peanut M&Ms.

St. James and Resurrection have been
ministry partners in the West End Food
Pantry and both have supported the
affordable housing ministries of each
other. It was nice to add worship to the
list of things we do together.

A Glorious Fourth of July

http://www.vatican.va/various/cappelle/sistina_vr/index.html
http://www.vatican.va/various/cappelle/sistina_vr/index.html
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Thank You, All!
Kat Turner
As you learned recently from e-Notes this
is my last issue as editor of InSpire and I
want to thank you all for your support
over the last eight years. A newsletter
must reflect the whole community, and it
has been a blessing to me that so many of
you have been willing to contribute
articles, some even without being asked!
This was particularly valuable during the
pandemic lockdown when we had fewer
parish events and had to really work at
sharing our stories to maintain our
connections. Dozens of you responded to
my frantic calls and emails asking what
you were doing so that we could all keep
in touch.

There are some people who deserve
special thanks. These include Rev. Jo
who wrote a monthly column as well as
other articles and who always helped me

fill in holes when content lagged. Senior
wardens Susie Jones, Al Tiedemann, Kim
Hildred, Linda Goff and Coral Childs also
contributed on a regular basis, as did
Susan Weber who frequently served as
Vestry liaison to the newsletter. Lenore
Funkhouser’s photographs added visual
interest and Lea Fowlie was a faithful and
diligent proofreader catching my many
mistakes and oversights.

I am particularly grateful to my daughter
Ellen who is responsible for the current
design of the newsletter and who did the
layout work each month, struggling
sometimes to fit 10 pounds of potatoes
into a 5 pound bag so that all of the
content could be accommodated. And
because I was too cheap to buy her a real
desktop publishing program, she did this
all with a $20 app that had real

limitations in terms of flexibility. While
we never came to blows about the
newsletter, we did have some lively
conversations about certain grammatical
constructs and presentations where
modern usage struggled with my dated
conventions. Luckily we are both fans of
the Oxford comma.

I thank you for the opportunity to have
participated in parish life in this way, but
recently I have felt that I have grown stale
in my ability to provide a newsletter with
fresh and engaging content and decided
that Resurrection would profit from a
change in leadership for the publication
who would bring new ideas and energy. I
hope you will provide the new editor with
the same level of support that I have
enjoyed.

A Slightly Longer Introduction to Juneteenth
Coral Childs
Author’s note: As many of you know, I
gave a presentation on Juneteenth on June
13, 2021. That presentation was
overtaken by historic events. This article
is an updated version of that presentation.

What is “Juneteenth”? It’s a portmanteau
word, a word made by combining two
other words, in this case the words “June”
and ‘nineteenth”. June + nineteenth =
Juneteenth. June 19th has other names as
well, Emancipation Day, Freedom Day,
Jubilee Day, etc. But what does it mean?

President Lincoln signed the
Emancipation Proclamation on January 1,
1863. The proclamation declared "that all
persons held as slaves" within the
rebellious states "are, and henceforward
shall be free." The proclamation only
applied to the Confederate states, so it did
not abolish slavery. The 13th amendment
to the Constitution abolished slavery in
the United States.

Word of the Emancipation Proclamation
spread slowly in the Confederate states.
General Lee surrendered to General
Washington on April 9, 1865, ending the
Civil War. As Union troops moved into
former Confederate states, they liberated
the enslaved peoples they encountered.

Union troops entered Texas in June 1865
where they found enslaved people. On
June 19th, Major General Granger issued
General Order No. 3 in Galveston. Based
on the Emancipation Proclamation, it
informed African Americans that the Civil
War was over, and they were free.

Why do we care in 2021? Because our
Constitution begins, “We the people of
the United States, in order to form a more
perfect union…” To form a more perfect
union. The Declaration of Independence
wasn’t the end, it was the beginning.
Early drafts of the declaration abolished
slavery, the final version did not. The

Emancipation Proclamation abolished
slavery in the former Confederate states
and the 13th amendment to the
Constitution abolished it in the entire
nation. The 19th amendment gave women
the right to vote. The Civil Rights Act of
1964, the Voting Rights Act of 1965, the
Civil Rights Act of 1968, and other
legislation and court cases, and now the
Juneteenth National Independence Day
Act continue to build that more perfect
union the Founding Fathers envisioned.

Early Juneteenth celebrations included
children, parades, food, and music. By
the 20th century, celebrations also
included a civil rights focus. Picnics,
concerts, festivals, historic talks, music,
and dance are common today.

How will Church of the Resurrection
recognize Juneteenth 2022? Perhaps we
could start with a picnic. I look forward
to hearing your ideas.

Affordable Housing, from page 6

• Governor Northam has named “boost
affordable housing” as one of his public
health priorities for the money,

• Using money for housing project grants
would not generate an additional funding
burden on future operating budgets, and

• It requires a very short-term
commitment, given that August 2 is
coming soon.

Factors that will be challenges to this
“ask” include the great variety of other
worthwhile uses for the federal relief
funds.

Rev. Jo wonders if you would be willing
to help campaign for this “ask.” What
VOICE envisions is a letter-writing
campaign (template to be provided) and
potentially a virtual (online) action to
show the Governor how widespread the
support is for affordable housing.
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